Chicken Feeding Directions:
Thank you for signing up to feed the chicken flocks at Kinder Farm Park. Please know that if a parent of a new member has not get taken the MCE training through the Maryland Cooperative Extension Service, then you must feed the chickens with a current club member. If a parent of a new member has completed the MCE training, you are free to sign up for chicken feeding on your own. Non-club members are not allowed in the animal pens. There are three flocks of chickens at the farm:

The 6 roosters: Best not to feed/water the roosters, and the kids should not go into their pen. They are aggressive. Sharon deGail, Roy Fielder and I feed/water them.  They do not get oyster shell.
The 19 chicks: The chicks are presently in the red coop with attached covered pen.  The chick food is in their coop in a small metal can. They get fresh food with a bit of grit sprinkled on top, like you’d salt food. They get fresh water. Please be sure the bottom is twisted on properly. They do not get oyster shell until they start laying eggs.
The 29 older flock/show hens: these hens (and rooster known as Big Red) are in the green coop and larger fenced in area. They get crumble, corn, a handful of grit and oyster shell and their waterer gets tipped and re-filled. The eggs can be found in the nesting boxes and the boxes will need to be scraped clean with the plastic tool hanging from the back of the coop. Once you have collected all the eggs, please put them in the egg cartons (found on the table in the egg room) and then place them in the refrigerator. Please mark down that you fed the chickens on your day and note the number of eggs found in each flock. 

A word about the chickens: The chickens get fed once each day. The chicken food is in the large cow barn AND the tractor barn near the roosters. If you sign up to feed them, please be sure to make it to the farm, because if you do not show up, they may not get fed. If you find you cannot make it, please do not hesitate to call Roy (410)544-2912 or Lindsay (410)544-5349 and we will arrange to feed them for you. After each meeting, Lindsay will e-mail you the dates you are signed up for feeding, so you can note it on your calendars. Please try to get to the farm before dusk. In the fall and winter months, that means before 5 p.m. Once it gets dark, the chickens move inside the coops, so if you feed them when it’s dark, they will miss their feeding that day. If you notice crumble or corn cans getting low, please send Lindsay a quick e-mail.  Last but not least, thank you and have fun! The birds are hysterical to watch and will come running when they see you with food!  

